Primary Document Form

Doc # Misc 1001

Title — Isaac Royall and Family (Portrait)

Date of Item — 1741

Description/Pages — Oil on canvas, 56 3/16 x 77 3/4 in
Database/Repository — Harvard Law Library

Format — Painting

Record Number — 006817392

URL -

http://discovery lib.harvard.edu/?hreciid=%7clibrary%2fm%?2faleph%7c006
817392

Creator/Author — Robert Feke

Publisher — N/A

Date accessed — 2/14/09

Series Notes —Seated from left to right the female individuals are believed to
be identified as Penelope Royall (Vassal), May Palmer (Isaac’s sister in
law), his daughter Elizabeth, and his wife (also Elizabeth), while Isaac
Royall, Jr. stands to the right. The original painting was gifted to Harvard
School of Law, however, a copy the original portrait is on display above the
staircase at Royall House where it is available for study. Also for a transcript
of the inscription on the back of the portrait and brief summaries on Isaac

Royall, Jr. and painter Robert Feke see Document S1001.

Subject(s) / Keywords — Royall family portrait, Robert Feke, Isaac Royall,
Jr., Penelope Vassal, Elizabeth Royall, Mary Palmer
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Doc # Misc 1002

Title — Transcripts from the record book of Christ Church in Cambridge,
MA

Date of Item — April 1762 to August 1794

Description/Pages -MSS Small Manuscript Collection; 1 folder (13 leaves);
3 introductory pages followed by 7 pages of typed transcript from the
original church records.

Database/Repository — Special Collections: Harvard Law Library

Format — Small Manuscript

Harvard Law Library Record Number — 002202282

URL - .

http://discovery lib.harvard.edu/?hreciid=%7clibrary%2fm%?2faleph%7c002
202282

Creator/Author — Gardiner Mumford Day

City — Cambridge

Publisher — Harvard

Date accessed — 3/5/09

Series Notes — These documents display Isaac Royall, Jr.’s involvement and
investments in Christ’s Church at Cambridge. According to the pew
purchases in these pages Isaac would have had ample room for one or more
of his slaves to attend services with the rest of the Royall family as
suggested by Samuel Francis Batchelder’s Bits of Cambridge History (1930)

Subject(s) / Keywords — Isaac Royall, Jr., Madame Elizabeth Royall, Henry
Vassall, Christ Church

8>



Primary Document Form

Doc # Misc 1003
Title — Order to Appear at Training to Mr. Peley Stearns
Date of Item — September 10, 1764
Description/Pages — Preprinted text with additional handwriting; 1 pg
Database/Repository — Massachusetts Historical Society
Format — Letter
Call Number — Misc. Bd. 1764 September 10
URL - N/A
Creator/Author — David Wood
Other author(s) —-
City — Boston
Publisher - N/A
Date accessed — 6/11/09

Series Notes — A military summons to appear “at the Place of Parade in
Boston”

Subject(s) / Keywords — Milita in pre Revolutionary America, Brigadier
General Isaac Royall, Jr., Peley Stearns, David Wood
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Doc # Misc 1004

Title — Statutes of the Professorship of Law in Harvard University

Date of Item — April 17, 1816

Description/Pages — MSS Small Manuscript Collection; 1 folder (4 leaves)
Photographs of original manuscript; 4 pgs

Database/Repository — Special Collections: Harvard Law Library

Format — Small Manuscript

Record Number — 002194547

URL -

http://discovery.lib.harvard.edu/?hreciid=%7clibrary%2fm%2 faleph%7c002
194547

Creator/Author — Isaac Parker

City — Cambridge

Publisher — Harvard

Date accessed — 3/5/09

Series Notes — Isaac Parker was the first named to the Royall Professorship
at Harvard Law. The professorship was funded by land and money Isaac
Royall, Jr. left to Harvard in his will. Doc #1003 (by Janet Halley) entertains
the perspective that Harvard Law was funded through slaves belonging to

wealthy masters such as Isaac Royall, Jr.

Subject(s) / Keywords — Isaac Royall, Jr., Slave Labor, Isaac Parker,
Harvard School of Law, Royall Professorship of Law
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Doc # Misc 1005

Title — Discourses pronounced at the inauguration of the Author as Royall
Professor of Law in Harvard University

Date of Item — August 26, 1834

Description/Pages — Printed; pgs 24 — 28 (the Notes section) and the cover
page

Database/Repository — Massachusetts Historical Society

Format — Pamphlet

Call Number — Box 1834

URL - N/A

Creator/Author — Simon Greenleaf

Other author(s) — N/A

City — Cambridge

Publisher — James Munroe and Co.

Date accessed — 6/11/09

Series Notes —The notes section includes information on Issac Royall, Jr. as
a founding benefactor of the Royall Professorship of Law at Harvard School
of Law. There are also a summary of notes on benefactors other

‘professorships of law’ at Harvard.

Subject(s) / Keywords — Isaac Royall, Jr., Royall Professorship of Law,
Simon Greenleaf, Nathan Dane, Christopher Gore

7.2



A

DISCOURSE

PRONOUNCED AT THE

I-NAUGUR-ATION OF THE AUTHOR

ROYALL PROFESSOR QF LAW

HARVARD UNIVERSITY,

AUGUST 26, 1834.

By SIMON GREENLEAF.

CAMBRIDGE:
JAMES MUNROE AND (’z}_ﬁOMPz«S.NY.Y
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NOTES.

-
)

O Tsaae Rovaun, Bsq., founder of the Professorship which
bears his name, but little can now be gleaned, except from the
Probate Office in Boston, where his will, the evidence of his
muuificence, is recorded. He was o gentleman of ample for-
tne ; and being econnecied by blood and marriage, as well as
by political opinicns, with the principal royalists of the Province
of Massachusetts, he left the country with them at the commence-
ment of the Revolution ; and died at Kensington, in England,
about the year 1781,

By his will, he devised to the town of Medford, in Massa-
chusetts, where he formerly resided, certain lands in Granby,
for the support of schools. The residue of his estates in that
town, and certain other lands in the county of Worcester, he
devised to the Overseers and Corporation of Harvard College,
“ 1o be appropriated towards the endowing a Professor of Laws
in said College, or a Professor of Physic and Anatomy, which-
ever said Overseers and Corporation shall judge to be best for
the henefit of said College.” All his other real estates, not
specifically devised, he settled on certain members of his family
in succession, with trustees to preserve coutingent remainders ;
directing that on failure of all the issues in tail, one half the
income of those estates, consisting of his mansion-house and
firm in Medford, and of other houses and lands in Walpole,
should be applied to the erection of a hospital in Medford or
Cambridge, for the support of the poor, giving preference to
those of Medford; and that the other haif should be applied
towards the support of o Professor of Laws in Harvard College.
Ile further directed, that after the line of his grand-danghter,
Harriet Pepperell, daughter of Sir Wm. Pepperell, one of his
devisees in tail, should become extinet, no other devisee should
succeed to the estate, till he should first have given bond tfo the

reasurer of Harvard College, for the annual payment of £10
sterling, for the support of students, to be designated by the
Fellows and Overseers. Whether there has yet been any failure
of issue among the devisees, is not knowa. .

The capital, resulting from the property directly devised to
the University, is $7943-63; yielding an annual income of shout
four hundred dollars. The Professorship of Law, under this
devise, was established in 1815 ; and was ordered, for the pros-
snt, to bear the name of Royall. The residue of the funds foor
‘i suppart, have been hitherfo furnished by the University. The
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zealous and untiring love of his profession. It has conferred

on him, by the unanimous voice of the Bar, the enviable title
of the AseRican Vinup.”

L

Tre Honorable Christopher Gore, sou of a highly respectable
mechanic, was born in Boston in the year 1758, and received
his primary education in the public schools of that town, He
was graduated at Harvard University, with great honor, in 1776 ;
and soon after commenced the study of law in the office of
the late Judge Lowell, in whose family he resided during the
whole period of hig professional studies, and whose entire con-
fidence and friendship he always enjoyed. He entered upon
the practice of law in his native town, depending on himself
as the artificer of his own fortune ; and by his strict attention
to business, diligent study, and faithful discharge of every {rust,
and by his manly eloquence, and gentlemauly beariug, he soon
tose in the public esteem to an eminence seldom attained at
so early an age. Before he arrived at the age of thirty he was
sent, with Hancock and Samuel Adams, to the Convention of
Massao!msetts, assembled to consider the national Constitution.
In 1789 he was appointed by President Washington to the re-
sponsible office of United States Attorney for the District of
Massachusetts. In the critical period of our history which
ensued, when the whole country was deeply agitated by the
shock which the French revolution gave to all civilized com-
munities, and our citizens, impelled by blind yet ardent at-
tachments, were committing the most alarming breaches of
professed neutrality, the duties of this office were of the most
embarrassing and laborious nature; but delicate and difficyli
as they were, he met and discharged them with a degree of
firmness, prudence and decision, which few could equal and
pone surpass. The intrepidity and talent which distinguished
his conduct in this office, probably led to his appointment in
1796, with the late William Pinkney and Col. Trambull, as

one of the Commissioners under Jay’s treaty, to settle The cluims
of our citizens for British spoliations on our comuerce. It ig
to his powerful and convincing argument and exertions, in favor
of that class of claims which was founded on capturés made
under the rale of 1758, that our citizeus are indebted for their
allowance, to the amount of many hundreds of thousands of
dollars. He remained in England eight years, during part of
which time he had charge of the diplomatic relations between
the United States and that country, which had been confided
‘o him by ouy minister, Rufus King, on his own return home
0 1803, and which he sustained with great ability and honor.
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Y 1204, on his rewrn o Boston, e resined the peaetice of
faw, which he followed with his custoivary zeal, aetivity and
e oo, occasionally being o conspienous member of the leyis-
fature, (il =09, when he was clected Governor of the Com-
monwealth, To o this call of the people he most reluctantly
vieldad obodience, ~ircendering Jis private feelings, his pro-
feestonal presperts and cnolunents, and his love of lettered
yotireniont and vepose,  Bub having become convineed of the
duty of making the sreritice, he formed the resolation, which
Le tiondy maintained, of siving Binself wholly o the fithiu
discharge of the vifice, and of being the chiet magistrate of the
Commonwealith, and not the head of a party. In 1814 he was
appointed a member of the Senate of the United States, in
which office he elosed his political career. Of various Religious,
Literary and Benevoleut Societies in his State and county he
was an aetive and nsefal member.  He was for some years n
most clicient and vigitant Fellow of Harvard College, to which
fnstitution his attaelment was ardent and its proots substantial.
Hix name is mseribed high among the most wunificent of the
henefactors of his Alma Meater. During his fife, he gave his
ample law library to the Law Departinent of this Duiversity ;
and by his will, afier the provision nude for bis lady, and cortaiu
legacies, mneng which were two thonsand dotlars to the Mus-
suchusciis Historieal Society, and one thousud to the Amoeri-
can Acndemy of GAris and Serenees, of hoth which e was
wensher, he devised all the residue of hix estate, not devised 1o
his fady, and remaimie atter her decease, “ o the President
and Follows of Harvard College and their suceessors, 10 and
for the use of the University in Cambridge, aud for the Pro-
moation of Virtue, Seience and Literature in said University.”
The property thus acerniug, sinee the deecase of Mrs. Gore, is
alued ab =OLE6R; which however is still subjeet to the pay-
ment of legacics, estimuted at the present value of ten thousand
dollars; and to some anuuities, He died March 1, 1=27, at the
age of sixiy-nine; Jeaving to lis country, beyond his pecmiary
benefactions, the leguey of bis charaeter and his example.
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