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News Briefs

On June 9th and 10th, Medford Public Schools’ 
5th graders—all 400 of  them!—toured our site, an 
annual opportunity for us to give back to our mu-
seum’s home community. The kids were engaged 
and respectful, and asked wonderful questions. This 
group had all experienced Tammy Denease’s com-
pelling portrayal of  Belinda Sutton last fall —the 
�À�U�V�W�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �V�H�H�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�³�D�Q�G��
their deeper understanding of  our site’s history was 
immediately apparent: they were eager to see where 
Belinda and her children had lived and worked. We 
hope to identify funding sources so we can offer this 
two-part educational program to future 5th graders.  
On June 13, RH&SQ Education Coordinator 

Olivia Searcy participated in Mass Humanities’ an-
nual Mass History Conference, the largest in histo-
ry!  Keynote speaker Steve Bromage, Executive Di-
rector of  the Maine Historical Society, offered food 
for thought as he talked about his passion for com-
munity partnerships and his state’s particular chal-
lenges.  Olivia was part of  a lively panel discussion 
on “History for and with Kids and Schools,” which 
explored working with kids in a museum, in a public 
space at a yearly event, and on history day projects.   

Also in June, we hosted an informal conversation 
among museum educators, led by Kristin Gallas of  
the Tracing Center on Histories and Legacies of  Slav-
ery, to explore the challenges of  teaching children 
and teens about enslavement, and to share relevant 
resources.  In addition to our Education Coordinator 
Olivia Searcy, the group included representatives 
of  Historic New England, the House of  the Seven 
Gables, Salem State University, Saugus Iron Works 
National Historic Site, and the Pocumtuck Valley 
�0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V���'�H�H�U�À�H�O�G���7�H�D�F�K�H�U�V�·���&�H�Q�W�H�U������

Thanks to the Richard and Susan Smith Family 
Foundation, we’ve repl a c e d  t h e  c r u m b l i n g 
front walkway and high step into the Slave Quarters 
with a smooth and gently sloped path.  A new rail-

ing will soon replace the temporary one shown here.

The Royall House and Slave Quarters welcomed 
the New England Museum Association’s 
Young and Emerging Professionals group for a spe-
cial tour on a lovely summer evening in late June. 

Thanks to Antiques and Fine 
Arts Magazine for inviting an 
article on the Royall House and 
Slave Quarters for their Sum-
mer 2016 issue.  This beau-
tiful periodical is the nation’s 
best-selling antiques magazine, 
the leading publication for col-
lectors, designers, and enthusi-
asts of  art and antiques. Read 

the article on our website at www.royallhouse.org/
press/.  Copies of  the current issue are on newsstands 
now, and also available for purchase in our museum shop.  

�7�K�H�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I �� �)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N�� �'�R�X�J�O�D�V�V�·�V�� �À�H�U�\��
1852 speech asking “What to the Slave Is the Fourth 
of  July?” on the Boston Common took place on June 
30th.  We were truly honored to be invited to join the 
Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and 
Justice at Harvard Law School, Community Change, 
Mass Humanities, and a host of  other civic and com-
munity organizations to cosponsor this year’s event.  
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Special Thanks to Our Generous Donors
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Whole Foods Market - Medford
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Larry Bergstresser
K. Sarah Boardman

John J. and Virginia M. Buckley 
Dello Russo Family Funeral Homes

The Dilman Family
Polly Donaghy

State Senator Pat Jehlen
Diane and Robert McLeod

Jennifer Pustz 
Ted Raia, III 

Clorinda Saragosa 
Collins Warren

Brandon Wilson
Ann Zantos
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As many readers know, the Royall House and Slave Quarters has 
been active on Facebook for some time, and our page has gained 
us many new friends.  We’ve recently extended our social media 
reach and hope that you’ll now follow @RoyallHouse on Twitter!

We started tweeting regularly last fall and have been using the 
popular micro-blogging service to get the word out about our 
programs, explore the history of  our site and the people who have 
lived and worked here, and engage in wide-ranging conversations 
about the histories of  slavery and freedom in the Atlantic world.

Following us @RoyallHouse is a great way to keep up on all 
our activities. We try to be responsive on Twitter just as we are 
on Facebook, so feel free to get in touch. Our conversations 
in the Twittersphere over the winter have already sparked 
new friendships and connections and deepened existing 
ones.  We look forward to having you follow and tweet at us!
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